
 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaker 

Dr. Margaret Barker  biblical scholar and author of 17 

books and many papers. She is the founder of Temple 

Studies Group in England. In 2012 she wrote the book 

'The Mother of the Lord. The Lady of the Temple', 

part 1. At this moment she is working on the second 

book in this series 'The Mother of the Lord. The Lady 

of the Church', part 2.  

See: www.margaretbarker.com 

The day is presided by  

Dr. Annine E.G. van der Meer , historian of religion, 

theologian and specialist in female symbolism.  

She is author of 8 books and several papers and  

founder en president of Academie PanSophia.  

See: www.annine-pansophia.nl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIVINE SURPRISE 
DISCOVERING THE LOST LADY OF THE BIBLE   

 

Protestants often say that Mary is not important in 

the Bible, so why is she so important in the Church?   

 
DIVINE SURPRISE 

DISCOVERING  

THE LOST LADY OF THE BIBLE 

I N F O R M A T I O N 

Date:  Saturday the 9th of April 2016  

Time: 10:00 – 16:00 

Location: Paaskerk te Baarn tel 035-5426920 

Oude Utrechtseweg 6, 3743 KN Baarn 

 

Rate  € 40,- 

Rate for minima and students € 20,- 

Participants have to bring their own lunch  

 

 

 

For more information and suscription see: 

www.academiepansophia.nl 

DIVINE SURPRISE 

DISCOVERING  

THE LOST LADY OF THE BIBLE 

Dr. Margaret Barker 

A M S T E R D A M  

Saturday the 9
th

 of April 2016 

 

Why are women missing  

in present world religions? 

This conference sheds new light on the lost 

female side of monotheistic world religions. 

The divine female was written away out of 

the holy texts of these religions.  

The combination of newly found female art 

and the re-corrected and recovered texts 

from which the divine female was written 

away during the second temple, makes the 

divine female visible again and rehabilitates 

the divine female. 



 

DIVINE SURPRISE 

DISCOVERING THE LOST LADY OF THE BIBLE   

Protestants often say that Mary is not important in 

the Bible, so why is she so important in the Church?   

This study day will show how one of the major 

figures in the Old Testament and in the New 

Testament has been almost lost in biblical studies 

but has kept her central place in Catholic and 

Orthodox worship. The lost divine Mother of the Old 

Testament who lived in the Jerusalem temple with 

her son had many names. She was called Lady 

Wisdom, Asherah, El Shaddai and many other names. 

In the New Testament she was called the ‘Holy 

Spirit’ or ' the  Woman clothed with the sun'.     

This study day will reconnect the Lost Lady Wisdom 

of the Old Testament with the women named Mary in 

the New Testament, Mary the Mother of Jesus, Mary 

the Bride/Companion of Jesus and Mary the Sister of 

Jesus. A hidden divine female side of Judaism and 

Christianity will be revealed. This new light on the 

divine female in Old and New Testament will restore 

balance to the exclusive male image of God of these 

two monotheistic world religions.      

Program 

  9.15-10.00 arrival 

 10.00-11.15 first lecture with questions 

 11.15-11.45 coffee and tea break 

 11.45-13.00 second lecture with questions 

 13.00-14.00 lunch break 

 14.00-15.15 third lecture  

 15.15-16.00 interaction  

 16.00 closure and tea  

 

1. The Lady in the first temple and how she 

disappeared 

In the eighth and seventh centuries BCE, there was a 

great 'reformation' movement in Jerusalem, like the 

reformation movement in Europe in the 16th century 

AD. There was a Lady in the original temple, but 

she was driven out.  She was at the centre of the 

great covenant of creation of eternal peace that was 

far older than the Moses covenant.  She held all 

things together in harmony and was the great healer.  

She made the fabric of creation and was described as 

a spinner and a weaver. She fed her children with 

bread. One of her symbols was the tree of life, which 

gave the perfumed oil that anointed her children 

and made the messiahs.  She taught true knowledge 

about the creation. This was her wisdom, and she was 

often called Wisdom.  She was the eternal hidden 

Lady, the Queen of heaven. She disappeared after the 

reforms of King Josiah during the ‘reformation’ 

movement and in the second temple when the people 

from Judah came back from the Babylonian Captivity. 

 

2. The work of the correcting scribes in the second 

temple and how the Lady survived in other 

Hebrew communities such as in Egypt 

The Reformation-movement became the winning 

party. Most reformers who preserved the Old 

Testament supported the changes in the second 

temple and their scribes removed from the sacred 

texts much information about the Lady.  It is possible 

to recover some of this information by looking 

underneath the Hebrew texts. In negative examples, 

she became Eve who caused all the trouble for the 

human race.  In positive examples, she became the 

Miriam of Jewish  legends who was the older sister of 

Moses,  a prophet and a musician. She was the 

grandmother of Bezalel who built the tabernacle. The 

people who fled from Jerusalem to Egypt and other 

regions in the second temple stayed loyal to the  

 

Lady, and so information about her can also be found 

in their writings composed in Diaspora-countries 

outside Israel.  It is clear that the followers of 

Jesus knew far more about the Lady than can be 

found in the present version of the Old Testament.   

 

3. The Lady in the New Testament, in other early 

Christian writings and in Christian worship 

The Lady appears [again] at the centre of the book of 

Revelation.  She is the woman clothed with the sun 

who is Mother of the Messiah.  She restored the true 

temple in Jerusalem. She is the unnamed woman in 

John's gospel. The Nativity stories, especially the 

Infancy Gospel of James, are full of allusions to the 

Lady. Early Christian texts that were later rejected 

as  'Gnostic texts' preserved a lot of information about 

her.  She was an important figure in the traditions of 

the Nazoreans. The greatest Byzantine hymn in praise 

of Mary, the Akathist, is composed in the style of an 

ancient wisdom poem.  It used the titles and images 

of the Lady, many of which are not in the Old 

Testament, and so shows that the Christians knew far 

more about the lady than is now in the Bible. She was 

lost for the Protestant Churches, who used editions of 

Old Testament-texts where Lady Wisdom was written 

away, but she kept her central place in Catholic and 

Orthodox worship.   

  

 

 


